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 ‘Who were the Irish in Australia’, wrote Patrick 
O’Farrell, ‘All kinds and conditions of  men and 
women who came from Ireland’. O’Farrell’s 
pioneering The Irish in Australia was ‘a little of  their The Irish in Australia was ‘a little of  their The Irish in Australia
story so far’. This book hopefully adds to the tale.
It takes readers on a journey from the convict days, 
when Ireland was part of  the United Kingdom of  
Great Britain and Ireland, to the establishment of  
full diplomatic relations between an independent 
Republic of  Ireland and the Commonwealth of  
Australia. Echoes of Irish Australia adds to the story. 
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Th e Irish have been at the centre of the 

Australian story since 1788. Th is collection 

of twenty-three essays illustrates the diversity 

and dynamism of the Irish contribution to 

Australia’s national life from our colonial 

beginnings to the establishment of diplomatic 

relations between Ireland and Australia in the 

mid-twentieth century.

Recently launched at Shamrock in the Bush,  Shamrock in the Bush,  Shamrock in the Bush an 

Irish-Australian weekend at St Clement’s Retreat 

and Conference Centre, Galong NSW,ng NSW,ng NSW  by His 

Excellency Máirtín Ó Fainín, Irish Ambassador to 

Australia, the publication is a worthy addition to 

any library. Echoes of Irish Australia takes readers Echoes of Irish Australia takes readers Echoes of Irish Australia

on a journey through rebellions, transportation, 

immigration, famine, religion, bushranging, politics, 

war, literature, music and architecture, to diplomatic 

relations and republicanism. Written for a general 

readership with an interest in history, it will also be 

of great value to students of Australian and Irish-

Australian history, with rich sources of reference 

material contained within the endnotes of each essay. 

Th is illustrated publication of some 160,000 words 

has an extensive bibliography and indexes. 

All proceeds from the sale of the publication will 

go towards the establishment and maintenance of 

the museum, archive and library in Galong House, 

Australian home of the Ryan family from County 

Tipperary, at St Clement’s Retreat and Conference 

Centre, Galong NSW. 

Priced at $39.95 per copy (+$9.00 postage) it is an 

ideal Christmas gift.

Denis McNamara, 1841-1915 and Sarah McNamara 
(née Anderson), 1849-1916, of  Macclesfi eld, ée Anderson), 1849-1916, of  Macclesfi eld, é

South Australia. The McNamara family arrived in 
South Australia from County Clare in 1853. 

(J Faull, Macclesfi eld, Refl ections on the Angas, Refl ections on the Angas, Refl ections on the Angas  1980)


